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speak up in favour of Virtual Exchange and call on the EU  
to continue its support beyond 2020 

 
30 June 2020 

Virtual Exchange (VE) is a unique and flexible form of online learning. What makes it unique is its                  
focus on online structured and facilitated collaborative learning sessions that bring people together and              
promote intercultural dialogue. This pedagogy enables participants to develop soft skills and            
transversal competencies that are essential in today's job markets and multicultural societies. The             
European Commission is piloting this methodology through the ​Erasmus+ Virtual Exchange initiative,            
an innovative action that has demonstrated its ability to engage large numbers of youth and educators                
in VE activities. Since 2018, more than 24,000 young people have taken part in this project and over                  
250 partnerships with universities and youth organisations have been created. 

As ​partners and stakeholders of the Erasmus+ Virtual Exchange initiative​, we have experienced             
first-hand the benefits of taking part in Virtual Exchange activities, witnessing the impact that these               
experiences have on developing cross-cultural communication skills as well as critical thinking and             
empathy. Also, we have appreciated that in order to have a positive impact on participants, exchange                
activities need to have a strong pedagogic design, to take place in safe online spaces, and be                 
supported by trained facilitators and educators.  

The ​COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in a significant increase in the demand for online learning               
opportunities and in an abrupt stop of student and youth mobility, in Europe as well as globally. The                  
long-term effects of this crisis on education and mobility are undeniable, as Europe explores new forms                
of virtual learning as well as sustainable and inclusive approaches to complement and reinforce              
traditional forms of mobility. The risk is that students and youth mobility, which has been a cornerstone                 
both to strengthen the European identity and to foster understanding and collaboration with             
neighbouring countries, will be under strain over the next few years. The ​relevance of Virtual               
Exchange at this specific juncture is increasing, both for institutions and for young people. On the                
one hand, universities and youth organisations are searching for online learning methodologies that             
can foster engagement and collaboration among learners, as well as for greater support to build               
educators’ and youth workers’ capacities in online pedagogy and facilitation. On the other hand, young               
people need more than ever to learn how to communicate and collaborate online and across cultures,                
and to engage critically with online environments and the media.  

We ​manifest our interest in continuing to engage with Virtual Exchange activities and ​we believe               
that this form of online learning should be further promoted by the European Union through the                
next Erasmus+ Programme (2021-2027), offering both professional development for educators and           
youth workers, and a range of Virtual Exchange experiences that bring together young people both               
within and beyond Europe, in both formal and non-formal educational contexts. 
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Promoters 

NAME TITLE ORGANISATION COUNTRY 

Charline Burton Executive Director Search for Common Ground ASBL Belgium 

Élisabeth Guigou President Anna Lindh Foundation Egypt 

Nabil Al -Sharif Executive Director Anna Lindh Foundation Egypt 

Casper van der Heijden Executive Director Sharing Perspectives Foundation The Netherlands 

Marcello Scalisi Director UNIMED Italy 

Sophia Burton Managing Director Migration Matters Germany 

Tobias Ernst CEO Kiron Germany 

Waidehi Gokhale CEO Soliya USA 

Sara Guth President UniCollaboration Spain 

 

Signatories 

NAME TITLE ORGANISATION COUNTRY 

Sabine Pendl  President  EAIE (European Association for 

International Education) 

Austria 

Ludovic Thilly Chair of Executive Board Coimbra Group  France 

George Ubachs Managing Director European Association of Distance 

Teaching Universities (EADTU) 

 The 

Netherlands 

Sandra Kucina Softic President European Distance and elearning 

Network (EDEN) 

 Croatia 

Davide Capecchi Secretary General European Federation for Intercultural 

Learning (EFIL) 

 Italy 

Georg Feiner Coordinator Youth  SALTO  Estonia 

Brikena Xhomaqi Director Lifelong Learning Platform  Belgium 

Hans de Wit Director  
Center for International Higher 

Education, Boston College 
USA 

Essam Elkordi President Alexandria University  Egypt 

Maher Natsheh President An Najah National University  Palestine 

Azzeddine El Midaoui President Ibn Tofail University  Morocco 

Nasser Farahat President Islamic University of Gaza  Palestine 
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Abdelwahed Mokni President Sfax University  Tunisia 

Latreche Mohamed 

el Hadi 

Rector Université des frères Mentouri 

Constantine 1 

 Algeria 

Omar Ferhati Rector University of El Oued  Algeria 

Rosario Rizzuto Rector University of Padova  Italy 

Khier Guechi Rector University of Sétif 2  Algeria 

Fethi Sellaouti President University of Tunis El Manar  Tunisia 

Francisco Matte Bon Rector Università degli studi internazionali di 

Roma - UNINT 

 Italy 

Daniel Dixon President Asociación Cultural Social y Educativa 

Segundas Oportunidades 

 Spain 

Matteo Sisto President Europiamo ETS  Italy 

Iva Gjurić Smrekar President Lota's box  Croatia 

Miltos Sakellariou President Social Cooperative Enterprises of 

Cyclades 

 Greece 

Stefano Eros Macchi President Teatro de LINUTILE  Italy 

Brian Seilstad Dean of Global 

Engagement 

American College Casablanca  Morocco 

Kherieh Rassas Vice President for 

International Affairs 

An-Najah National University  Palestine 

Mahdi Kleibo External Academic 

Relations Coordinator 

Bethlehem University  Palestine 

Fatima-Zohra Iflahen Vice President for 

International Relations 

Cadi Ayyad University  Morocco 

Tony Fawcett Deputy Vice-Provost for 

Education 

Durham University  UK 

Cihan Koral Founder Hasat  Turkey 

Jelly Offereins Director International 

Affairs 

Hogeschool Utrecht  Netherlands 

Serdar Osman Dobur President International Youth Activities Center  Turkey 

Samir Abou Nassif Vice President Lebanese International University  Lebanon 

Hasan Khalaf Alhusen Founder and CEO Link for change  Lebanon 

Naouel Abdellatif Vice Rector for external Sétif 2 University  Algeria 
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Mami relations 

Artur Cristóvão Vicerector for 

Internationalisation 

Universidade de Trás-os-Montes e Alto 

Douro 

 Portugal 

Àlex Aguilar Vila Vice Rector for Outreach 

and Internationalization 

Universitat de Barcelona  Spain 

José A. Donaire Vice Rector for External 

Relations 

Universitat de Girona  Spain 

Dargent Eric Vice Chancellor for 

international relations 

Université de Rouen Normandie  France 

Ykhlef Nadia Vice Rector for 

International Affairs 

Université des Frères Mentouri 

Constantine 1 

 Algeria 

Anthony Manning Dean for 

Internationalisation 

University of Kent  UK 

Antonino Germana Vice Rector for 

internationalization 

University of Messina  Italy 

Sven Van Kerckhoven Vice Dean for Education Vesalius College  Belgium 

Alessandra Scagliarini Vice Rector for 

International Relations 

Università di Bologna  Italy 

Luciano Gutierrez Vice Rector for 

Internationalisation 

Università di Sassari  Italy 

Alessandra Carucci Vice Rector for 

International Affairs 

University of Cagliari  Italy 

Katarzyna Radke Senior Lecturer Adam Mickiewicz University  Poland 

David Rodrigo García Project and Grants 

Manager 

AIPC Pandora  Spain 

Maha Bali Professor American University in Cairo  Egypt 

Kamel Sellaoui and 

Firas Ben Mansour 

Professor APBS: Avicenne Private Business 

School 

 Tunisia 

Paula Bolaños Youth Worker Asociación Cultural, Social y Educativa 

Segundas Oportunidades 

 Spain 

Luís Ramalho Project Manager Associação Sójovem das Saibreiras  Portugal 

Noor Iyad Project Coordinator Awtar for Cultural Creativeness  Palestine 

Grace Dolcini English Coordinator Bielefeld Universität  Germany 

Said Machwate Administrator Cady Ayyad University  Morocco 
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Jasmina Milicevic Legal representative Center for development of Roma 

Community "Amaro drom" 

 Serbia 

Ben Horton Communications Manager Chatham House  UK 

Sarah Turner Lecturer Coventry University  UK 

Małgorzata 

Marchewka 

Assistant Professor Cracow University of Economics  Poland 

Leo Smith Head of Global Mobility De Montfort University  UK 

Stacey Benoit Erasmus+ Virtual Exchange 

local coordinator 

Ecole des Ponts ParisTech  France 

Sens Aloisia French lecturer Environmental Campus Birkenfeld  Germany 

Mathilde Callari  Lecturer Haute Ecole EPHEC  Belgium 

Jean-françois 

Vuylsteke 

Lecturer 

Michael Ennis Didactic and Scientific 

Coordinator 

Free University of Bozen-Bolzano  Italy 

Gautheron Cécile Responsable du M2 BSTE - 

STEPE 

GEOPS - Université Paris Saclay  France 

Eva Haddad Intercultural 

communication lecturer 

German Jordanian University  Jordan 

Barbara Brooijmans Director of International 

Relations 

Haute Ecole EPHEC  Belgium 

Stefanos Vallianatos Head of International 

relations 

Hellenic Foundation for Culture  Greece 

Lutz Siemer Scientific staff member HeurekaNet  Germany 

Floor De Groot Lecturer Hogeschool Utrecht  Netherlands 

Karima Selmaoui Head of International 

relations 

Ibn Tofail University  Morocco 

Nejmeddine 

Mohamed 

Professor Ibn Zohr University  Morocco 

Mohammad Issa Researcher Ibtikar for Empowerment and Social 

Entrepreneurship 

 Palestine 

Özkan Uzelli Trainer Imece Network Education & Culture  Turkey 

Alison Surtees Coordinator UK Network of the Anna Lindh 

Foundation 

 UK 
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Nadia Cheikhrouhou Professor Institut Supérieur des Etudes 

Technologiques de Béja 

 Tunisia 

Muzaffer Senel Director Istanbul Sehir University  Turkey 

Francesca Allievi Lecturer JAMK University of Applied Sciences  Finland 

Wael Surname Senior Program Officer Jesuit and brothers association for 

development 

 Egypt 

Carina Johansson Assistant professor/Senior 

lecturer 

Jonkoping University  Sweden 

Christina Rupprecht Counselor Julius-Maximilians-Universität 

Würzburg 

 Germany 

Marko Boyko Head of organization Logos NGO  

Işıl Günseli Kaçar TEP implementer Middle East Technical University  Turkey 

Karen Ross Professor of Gender and 

Media 

Newcastle University  UK 

Andrea Lenschow Professor of European 

Politics 

Osnabrück University  Germany 

Rita Koris Senior Lecturer Pázmány Péter Catholic University  Hungary 

Robert Križanič Director Povod Institute  Slovenia 

Javier Esteban 

Cabanillas 

Member of the Board of 

Directors 

Rooftop Theatre Ltd.  Cyprus 

Isabel Garcia-Plazas Head of the International 

Relations Office 

Santa Barbara Healthcare College  Spain 

Ehab Badwi CEO Syrian Youth Assembly  Syria 

Amel Znaidi Abbes Professor Tabarka Sylvopastoral Institute  Tunisia 

Zain Fashho Coordinator of the 

Jordanian Network of the 

Anna Lindh Foundation 

The Royal Institute for Inter-Faith 

Studies 

 Jordan 

Dorsaf Ben Malek ELT Coordinator The Virtual University of Tunis  Tunisia 

Neruda Barakat Director of the career 

center 

Tishreen  Syria 

Marie-Louise Brunner Professor Trier University of Applied Sciences  Germany 

Kathrin Franzen Professor 

Gillian Wylie Professor Peace Studies,  Trinity College Dublin  Ireland 
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Onur Tahmaz Erasmus+ Virtual Exchange 

local coordinator 

Uçarlı Youth Association  Turkey 

Rut Muñiz Calderón Professor Universidad Catolica de Valencia San 

Vicente Martir 

 Spain 

Maria Luisa Maggioni Professor 

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore  Italy 

Loretta Borgonovo International Partnerships 

and Agreements 

 Elizabeth Moffatt EME Coordinator 

 Alessandra Lombardi Professor 

Costanza Cucchi Professor 

 Valentina Morgana Professor 

 Lucia Mor Professor 

 Enrica Galazzi Professor 

 Sonia Rachele Piotti Researcher 

 Sara Cigada Faculty delegate for 

internationalisation 

Fiona Hunter 

Associate Director Centre for 

HE Internationalisation 

Francesca Bianchi Deputy coordinator of 

Applied Languages 

Università del Salento  Italy 

Laüra Hoskins English teacher Université de Bordeaux  France 

Lara Al Arab Director of the ULS Career 

center 

Université La Sagesse  Lebanon 

Cécile Quantin Head of Departement Université Paris-Saclay  France 

 Ducrocq Csilla Coordinator of the virtual 

exchange program 

 Alix Karine Master Responsible 

Sandy Schumann Professor University College London  UK 

Isabella Fausti eLearning Adviser University of Aberdeen  UK 

Islam Muhammad Marketing and 

Communication Manager 

University of Bath  UK 
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Ana Beaven  

  and Luisa Bavieri 

Lecturers University of Bologna  Italy 

Alexander Frame Professor University of Burgundy  France 

Renner Günter Erasmus+ co-ordinator University of Erlangen-Nürnberg  Germany 

Aaron Orszag University Teacher University of Jyväskylä  Finland 

Emma Marku International Partnership 

Officer 

University of Kent  UK 

 Jan Lowe Erasmus Institutional 

Coordinator 

 Meg Foley International Partnerships 

Officer 

 Françoise Mckee Erasmus Placement Officer 

 Nandi Jones International Placement 

Coordinator 

Florence Le 

Baron-earle and 

Maria Rieder 

 Lecturers University of Limerick  Ireland 

Marianthi Karatsiori Lecturer University of Macedonia  North 

Macedonia 

Fiona Dalziel Associate professor University of Padova  Italy 

Helen Braund Professor University of Rouen Normandy  France 

Anna Beitane Manager of Online 

Learning Projects 

University of Tartu  Estonia 

Bryan Leferman Adjunct Professor University of the Basque Country  Spain 

Maria Bortoluzzi Professor  University of Udine  Italy 

Antonella Riem Director of Department 

Teresa MacKinnon Associate Professor University of Warwick  UK 

Annette Retsch Acting Head of Career 

Centre 

University of Würzburg  Germany 

Anis Boufrikha President We Love Sousse  Tunisia 

Anna Di Muro Project manager Xena Centro scambi e dinamiche 

interculturali 

 Italy 

Anoush Ayunts Associate Professor Yerevan State University  Armenia 
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Tiia Soininen Training Manager YMCA Helsinki  Finland 

Csenge Kolozsvári President of the Board of 

Trustees 

Youth Bridges Budapest  Hungary 

Ashraf Shaqadan International projects 

manager 

Zarqa University  Jordan 

Paola Pittia Delegate for 

Internationalisation 

University of Teramo  Italy 

Alessandra Carucci 

Vice-Rector for International 

Affairs University of Cagliari 
Italy 

Breffni O'Rourke Associate Professor  Trinity College Dublin Ireland 

Sake Jager Project manager 
University of Groningen The Netherland 

Pablo Valdivia Chair and Full Professor 

Mónica López López Associate Professor 

Ferdinand Lewis Academic Coordinator University College Groningen  

Robert O'Dowd Associate Professor Universidad de León Spain 

Shannon Sauro Faculty Malmö University Sweden 

Pilar Garcés García 

Vicecouncillor of Universities 

and Research Junta de Castilla y León 
Spain 
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