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Foreworad

tories about violence and violations against human rights are not new to people in Indonesia. These

stories range from student brawls, bullying in schools, sexual harassment and violence, destruction of

sites of worship, eviction of minority groups by majority groups and numerous bombing incidents. We

can easily find these stories in print and online media, as well as on television. These stories often make
us forget about the other stories, the ones about appreciation, respect, love and peace among human beings.
Stories that are beautiful and touching, like the ones we hear from students in Indonesia’s pesantren (Islamic
boarding schools).

The following stories come from ten pesantren in Indonesia that participated in Search for Common Ground
(SFCG) Indonesia’s project to promote peace and tolerance in pesantren across Indonesia. These pesantren are
Sabilul Hasanah Banyuasin, Nahdhatul Ulum Maros, Qothrotul Falah Lebak, As-Shiddigiyah Tangerang,
YIC Al-Ghazali Bogor, Baitul Hikmah Tasikmalaya, Raudhatul Banat Cirebon, Al-Thya Ulumaddin Cilacap,
Al-Muayyad Surakarta and Darul Ma’arif Lamongan.

SFCG Indonesia implemented this two-year project from September 2011 to February 2014, in partner-
ship with The Wahid Institute and Perhimpunan Pengembangan Pesantren dan Masyarakat (P3M). With
a total number of 18,000 schools across Indonesia, pesantren are the oldest basis of Islamic education in the
country and highly influential in spreading tolerance and peace. Through the production of radio and short
films by pesantren students or santri, SFCG Indonesia sought to encourage male and female pesantren leaders,
teachers and students to be critical in dealing with problems of intolerance and radicalism, while also disse-
minating the values of tolerance and peace in their communities.
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The stories documented in this book serve as a future reference of the project’s successes. The book records the significant changes
experienced by the sanzri and their teachers, when these changes occurred and the important lessons learned from this project.

Out of the ten pesantren that participated in the project, SFCG selected five pesantren (Sabilul Hasanah Banyuasin, Qothrotul Falah
Lebak, Al-Thya Ulumaddin Cilacap, Al-Muayyad Surakarta and Darul Ma’arif Lamongan) to provide stories that illustrate the changes
mentioned above. This book summarizes seven stories from the perspectives of pesantren students, leaders and teachers.

It was a great pleasure to hear the beautiful stories from Arifin, Muhlisin, Susi, Neneng, Faiz and other students. Their stories have
proven that teenagers from pesantren also have dreams and are concerned about their surroundings. They stand for peace and diversity
and they celebrate it through radio, photography and documentary movies. It was a great pleasure to witness the admiration-filled eyes
of the teachers and pesantren leaders when talking about their students, about the future of radio and documentary movies for peace.

This book of success stories is a part of SFCG’s hard work for a diverse and peaceful Indonesia. It is done from an angle that com-
plements the diversity of voices heard through the pesantren community radio stations, ideas formed through photography and scripts
visualized by the pesantren students through documentary movies. Along with the radio, photography and documentary movies, this book
celebrates Indonesia’s peaceful diversity.

Jakarta, January 2014

SFCG Indonesia
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Confidence with a Microphone and a Camera ’

Confidence with
a Microphone and
a Camera

‘HELLO QFM LISTENERS, STAY RIGHT
WHERE YOU ARE. TUNE IN TO 107.7 QFM
‘CAUSE COMING UP NEXT IS OUR TIPS AND
TRICKS SESSION BROUGHT TO YOU BY
YOURS TRULY, NINING AND SETIA FOGET.
DON'T GO ANYWHERE!"

er voice sounded crisp, clear and chirpy as she demonstrated her
ability to greet listeners when opening QFM radio’s broadcast
program. She had wanted to broadcast for this community ra-
dio operated by Pondok Pesantren Qothrotul Falah since 12th
grade. Back then, she had to compete against other students who had
also signed up for the position. Nining Sari Ningsih was happy beyond

words when she was announced as one of the five chosen broadcast-
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ers. She said, “Everyone can speak. But not
everyone can be a broadcaster.”

Like Nining, Cahyati or, as her friends
call her, Ayat, also has a high pitched and
loud voice. When she told her story of her
early days of enrolling in Qothrotul Falah,
she sounded well-versed and eloquent as if
she were talking on her microphone during a
broadcast session. Continuous, almost non-
stop. She believes that her ability to express
ideas and experiences are better trained by
broadcasting on the radio. “Broadcasting is
not merely talking, we have to be eloquent.
It takes a lot of practice and the sessions
must be useful for our listeners, so we also
have to read up,” she explained. By being
fluent in discussing issues that she has read
about and has mastered, Cahyati feels more
confident when communicating with her
friends.

Like other pesantren that participated
in the project, the Qothrotul Falah pesan-
tren started operating QFM in 2011. The
pesantren, located in Lebak, Banten, has
also established a documentary film team

that involves both male and female stu-
dents. One of their documentary films tit-
led Shalawat was successfully launched
together with ten other movies about peace
and tolerance produced by SFCG’s partner
pesantren. Both Nining and Cahyati were
involved in the making of the documentary.

Cahyati explained the correlation bet-
ween the theme of their video, Shala-
wat, with peace and tolerance. She feels
at peace whenever she listens to shalawat
chants and the choir, like the one at her
pesantren. “Enmity is not possible, that
kind of feeling just doesn’t exist. In addi-
tion, we usually shake hands during the
shalawat chanting,” she said.

However, she and her friends observed
that shalawat choirs are now rarely found
in their surrounding communities and the
video Shalawat is intended to reinstate this
peaceful culture in pesantren within the
community. Nining also mentioned, “The
video is actually meant to raise awareness,
because it has become so rare. That is what
inspired us.”



Nining and Ayat are only two of many
pesantren students from Qothrotul Falah
that participated in the radio and docu-
mentary video training program organized
by SFCG. For the participants, the train-
ing not only developed their ability to use
the camera, but also sharpened their pers-
pective on peace and tolerance. Ayat felt
moved to try and show the world the rea-
lity of pesantren, to change the perception
that pesantren breed terrorists. She was in-
spired by the main character from the book
Hijab in Uncle Sam’s Arms (Derni, 2008),
who tried to be as kind as possible to every-
one in the United States, to show them that
Islam is kind.

Ayat was deep in thought, trying to fi-
gure out the question that she will ask
outsiders about pesantren. Nining was also
thinking hard. “Maybe we should explain
about Islam first. Pesantren can show people
that Islam is peaceful and non-discrimina-
tive. Pesantren do not discriminate against
people based on their social status, rich or
poor are all seen as equals, students. Even

Confidence with a Microphone and a Camera 0

ke »_ﬁ

,_..;g

though we do not know each other (at first),
and we are not related to one another, we
all love, protect and care about each other.
'This is the spirit of Islam. We have to help
other people in times of need, even if they
are non-Muslims. We have to be friendly
to everyone. We must not difterentiate bet-

ween good relations with fellow Muslims
and non-Muslims,” Ayat said confidently.
Nining also expressed her opinion. She
said she would start oft her promotion of
pesantren by raising the common problems
inside pesantren. “But why?” Ayat argued.
“To create curiosity,” she said confidently,



with a smile on her face. This made Ayat
smile too. “For example, conflicts between
junior and senior students, between the
board and members. The petty things. I
believe conflicts enable us to be more ma-
ture, as they challenge our patience,” she
continued.

Nining and Ayat make a solid team. This
is seen not only in their similar ideas of tole-
rance in pesantren, but also from the same
black hijab that they are wearing, the uni-
form of Qothrotul Falah’s students aside
from their white hijabs. They complement
each other when passionately telling stories
about their documentary film team with its
increasing presence in documenting acti-
vities of their pesantren and the surround-
ing community. “Sometimes we visit other
pesantren. Yesterday we paid a visit to the
Riyadhatus Sa’adah pesantren during their
haflatul wida’ (farewell ceremony). We then
transferred the video and photos into cas-
settes,” Ayat explained, her eyes twinkling.

They also made history by creating
the farewell documentation of Qothrotul
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Falah, which was previously never com-
pletely handled by students. Ayat stayed
in the basecamp, as she was the editor of
the video. Meanwhile, her friends shared
other responsibilities in the field. “Our first
target was to complete the video right af-
ter the performance ended. We were not
sure how this could be done. In the end,
when the memory card of the video camera

was used up, my friends in the field ran to

the basecamp,” Ayat said excitedly. “There
was a time when the content of the memo-
ry card could not be transferred. Everyone
was in tears. We were so afraid everything
would fail,” Nining added.

At the end of the day, all the hard work of
the documentary video team paid off. They
were praised for their good work. Nining
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and Ayat joked, “That was how we became
famous. We even became on-demand pho-
tographers around the neighborhood.” They
laughed heartily.

The video team was not the only one
still in production towards the end of the
SFCG program; the radio team was also
still producing several broadcasting pro-
grams. Besides producing public service
announcements, the team also produced a

peace message entitled Peace Park. This re-

cording will be put together as a slideshow
with other photos or videos.

By experiencing these activities and
achievements, Ayat believes that it is not
right to think of pesantren students as geeks
and nerds. “The stereotype is incorrect. I am
much better than a lot of people out there.
I am a broadcaster. I am a video editor. I am
also a filmmaker,” she said proudly, smi-

ling. She has also proved herself wrong of
her own opinion before enrolling in Qoth-
rotul Falah that all pesantren students do is
recite the Al-Quran. She proved to herself
that as a pesantren student, she can also
express herself with a microphone and a
camera. B
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Kuda Lumping and a Dialogue about Differences

aking movies was the most fun part of the program,”
Uswatun Hasanah, a student at Sabilul Hasanah Pe-
santren in Banyuasin, South Sumatera, began telling
her story. That afternoon, she sat at the left end of
the row, among her fellow documentary team mem-

bers. Her voice sounded hoarse, once in a while emphasizing on
some words, demonstrating her excitement in reminiscing all the
fun activities she had experienced. With her friends, she produced
a documentary film titled Kuda Lumping. It is a movie about the
dilemma, hope and dreams of Susi Yustika Sari, a student who
was a Kuda Lumping (an Indonesian traditional dance, literally
means leather horse) dancer before joining the pesantren. This
movie attempted to enable a discussion between religion and
culture and was selected as the best movie out of the ten mo-
vies produced by students of SFCG Indonesia’s partner pesantren
about peace and local wisdom.

One morning, Uus and her friends left the Sabilul Hasanah
Banyuasin on a motorcycle to visit Susi’s house. They wanted to
film the Jatilan and Kuda Lumping performances in Susi’s village.
Beforehand, they had looked for information about the perfor-
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‘“WE HAVE PROVEN
THAT PESANTREN
EDUCATE A GENE-
RATION THAT IS PA-
TIENT AND PEACEFUL
IN SOLVING PROBLEMS.
A GENERATION FREE
FROM ANARCHISM,
SELFISHNESS AND MOST
OF ALL NOT A GENERA-
TION OF TERRORISTS,”
- PRASETIA
MAHA SABILA
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mances. According to Prasetia Maha Sa-
bila, another member of the film team, the
Kuda Lumping performers get hired at least
once every week in Susi’s village. It takes
around two hours to get to Susi’s house in
Banyuasin. It was quite exhausting, espe-
cially during the rainy season. Upon their
arrival at Susi’s house, they rested for a bit
while also working to improve the script a
little bit more, before continuing their jour-
ney to the location of the performance.

“When we finally got there after a long
trip, it turned out that the female mem-

bers of the Kuda Lumping group only
perform at night. So we had to return to
Susi’s house, going back through the road
tull of obstacles,” Uus continued her story.
'They rode back on their motorcycle across
a pond, where they unfortunately fell into
the pond and had to push the motorcy-
cle. A similar incident happened on their
return from another shooting trip else-

where. During the journey back home,
because the roads were wet, the ustadz’s
(pesantren teacher) motorcycle got stuck
in mud. “The route we rode through had
very muddy roads. It was an unforgettable
experience,” Uus chuckled. They spent
four days shooting on that route and spent
the remaining days shooting scenes inside
the pesantren. “So we spent a total of one
month filming Kuda Lumping,” M. Rizky
Astari explained.



Not only did the team have an exciting
experience filming the movie, by participat-
ing in SFCG’s media program, they also
learned to understand difterences that of-
ten cause conflicts and how to handle these
conflicts wisely. According to Susi, one fac-
tor that causes conflicts between students
in pesantren is differences in opinion, in

addition to a person’s big ego. “For exam-

ple, when one person says one thing and
we say another thing, and we both feel we
are right, a heated argument takes place,”
she gave an example. Uus again told a sto-
ry about her experience during the filming
process. “Susi and I were both in the tower,

arguing. We had part of the script planned
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out, like this and like that. But it was only a
small part. Then Susi suggested for us to go
to the girls’dormitory to edit what we have
filmed. I disagreed. We were both tired. We
had a fight and we both cried. That was the
most unforgettable experience for me,” she
admitted shyly.

No conflict is left unresolved in a pe-
santren because they are not sources of con-
flicts, according to Ahmad Nurrohman. In-
terpersonal conflict resolutions are usually
self-initiated. “For instance, take Susi and
I. If Susi would talk to me first, it means
the problem is solved and we are at peace. If
we both don't talk to each other, then Allah
knows best how to resolve the conflict
(wallahu a’lam). However, one very impor-
tant thing is the existence of mutual respect,
to try and find a peaceful way to resolve a
problem, just like the picture that another
documentary film team of Sabilul Hasanah
wanted to paint through their movie, Our
Peaceful Pesantren.

“The idea for the movie was actually
mine. We were trying to show that in our
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pesantren, however small the conflict is, we
always try to solve it with a cool mind. We
want to clearly illustrate how our pesantren
inspires people to live in peace and respect
each other’s religions, cultures and eth-
nicities,” Prasetia explained with his thick
South Sumateran accent. Previously, Prase-
tia and his friends knew of respect for diver-

sity only as a general knowledge. Through
the process of producing a documentary
film, they were also asked to apply that
knowledge, using it as the basis of their
perspective and presenting it in a visual me-
dium. “If our level of ego was 100, it is now
50,” Uus tried to measure the change she
experienced in respecting others after par-

ticipating in the documentary film team.

It is also interesting how the students
tried to present a dialogue between religion
and culture that is seen as conflicting in
the case of Kuda Lumping. This traditional
dance does not have to be banned or aban-
doned due to the fact that, in practice, it is
often accompanied with getting drunk and
spiritually possessed. 'The task is how to
preserve the culture of Kuda Lumping while
also obeying religion.

“Kuda Lumping enables us to understand
that culture and religion are related and con-
nected to each other,” Rizky emphasized.
“Religion does not annihilate previously
existing cultures, but it tries to coexist and
find common ground,” Prasetia continued
on. Their film illustrated how Islam con-
tributes in preserving culture, in this case to
Kuda Lumping, and showed that the perfor-
mance does not always have to involve being
drunk and calling on spirits.

This is what Susi had always dreamed
of. She was baffled when her Kuda Lum-

ping instructor asked her to continue dan-



cing, while her ustadz was forbidding her to
do so. Susi mentioned, “I really didn’t want
Kuda Lumping to be banned. I didn’t want
the culture to be extinct. I think it should
still be allowed to entertain people, but not
to let people get drunk and call the spirits.”

Even after SFCG’s training activi-
ties ended, the team continues to produ-
ce documentary films about tolerance and
local wisdom. They were even awarded
first place for their movie 7he Nahdhiy-
yin Tradition in the 2013 South Sumatra
Local Government Sports Week for Pe-
santren Students (Pekan Olah Raga Santri
Pemerintah Daerah—Posperda). “This was
Pras’s idea, then we developed the idea to-
gether and made another movie,” Nurroh-
man explained.

'The movie was initially going to be about
the Nahdhiyyin and Muhamadiyah groups
to show that even though they have differ-
ent perspectives on the same religion, both
groups respect and have tolerance for each
other. However, due to technical difficul-
ties during the filming process, Nurrohman
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made the call to only film the tradition of
the Nahdhiyyin group. The team filmed the
tradition of Al Quran recitals on the first,
second and third nights after someone’s
passing.

After the Posperda, the team continued
on to compete at the national level of the
Sports Week (Pospernas), by producing a
movie about Palembang, the River Musi and
the Ceng Ho Mosque. Although they did
not get nominated for the award this time
around, the documentary film team from the
Sabilul Hasanah remained solid and enthu-
siastic to keep producing documentary films
on tolerance and local wisdom. Especially
now that they are united in a group they call
the “Crazy Peaceful Team.” In addition to
Nurrohman, Susi, Prasetia, Uus and Rizky,
the team also has Larasati, Septi Puji Rahayu
and Sulistiani.

They are still in their teens, but by living
in a pesantren and participating in media ac-
tivities, they have learned of alternative ways
to solve every conflict that they may face. B
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Venturing into a Difterent Zone through Film

shfia Nur Atqiya was on a universi-

‘IF NOT FOR FILMING A MOVIE, | WOULD

NEVER HAVE ENTERED A CHURCH. | AM ty break. She went to visit the Java
THANKFUL FOR THE NEW EXPERIENCE. Joyodiningratan Christian Church
- OXY SEPTININA WAHYU that shares the same address with

the Al Hikmah Mosque, at 222
Subroto Street in Surakarta, Central Java, to
deliver an official letter of request for shoot-
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ing a movie in the church. She met a lady
priest, who asked her, “What is this letter
tor?” Fia, as her friends usually call her, ex-

plained to the priest that she and her team
were about to produce a movie titled One
Address. She also explained the movie script
and the shots that she would need to take
inside the church. “You don’t have to do
anything, Ma’am. We would just be shoot-
ing the interior of the Church. Just as it is.
You won’t even know we're here,” Fia con-

tinued, ensuring that her team would not
disrupt the church’s activities. However, the
priest did not agree with Fia. “We would
also like to help with the filming process.
We also have people here who are interest-
ed in making movies. Would you need just
one video camera or would you need more
than one? We can help with another came-
ra.” This response amazed Fia.

Oxy Septinina Wahyu had a similar

experience when she was filming inside a

church. For Oxy, it was the first time she
had entered a church. People asked her,
“Where are you from?” She would answer,
“From Al-Muayyad High School.” No one
else asked her questions after that, not even
to ask what she was filming for. Oxy was
standing, so focused into her camera that
she did not realize someone brought her a
chair to sit on. She was surprised to find a
chair behind her, as she was standing in the

midst of people walking by.
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“I was shocked. 1 didn’t
even know who brought me the
chair. And then as I was about
to return the chair, someone
said ‘no worries’ and for me to
just leave it where it was,” Oxy
was touched.

Discovering new things
was an especially interesting
experience for Fia and Oxy
during their time filming the
peace documentary films with
SFCG. Similar to Fia and Oxy,
their three other friends in the
documentary film team, Faiz
Tamamy, Farhan Fajriyansyah
and Yudha Aditya Arif, also
experienced the excitement of
going on ‘adventures’ to di-
verse zones. The three of them
even had to disguise themselves
in t-shirts and shorts and walk
through a secluded alley to get
into Brengosan Village. It is
an urban village in Surakarta,

home to two terrorist suspects,
Air Setyawan and Eko Joko
Sarjono, who were shot dead.
Even though they had the
spirit of detectives, it did not
mean that they were not at all
scared and worried. They were
especially worried about the
possibility of coming across a
dangerous situation.

‘There was an instance when
they felt like they were being
observed, like someone was
suspicious of them. They skill-
tully stuffed all equipment into
their bags and made a turn to
Pak Parman’s house for safe-
ty. Pak Parman is one of the
that
in Brengosan for their docu-

respondents they met
mentary film. Again, a movie
served as a bridge for students
like them, students who spend
their daily life inside a pesan-
tren, to visit new and foreign
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places. An experience they may have ne-

ver obtained from school and definitely not
from a school textbook, in tolerance among
different religions.

These experiences did not end in
vain. After spending almost three years in a
pesantren, away from his hometown in Beka-
si, West Java, Faiz found a new point of view
in looking at the reality of diversity. He said,
“I have totally changed my point of view
after going to school here at the pesantren.

When I was home, I believed that Islam is
Islam and Christianity is Christianity, we
are simply different. After living in this pe-
santren, 1 learned what tolerance is really
about. I first learned about tolerance among
friends and among different cultures. And
now that we were introduced to (Search for)
Common Ground, my level of understand-
ing tolerance among different groups of re-
ligion was improved.” He hopes to be able
to establish an organization like SFCG

to develop a culture of dialogue and mutu-
al respect among different religions in his
hometown. “Bekasi is home to Islam fana-
tics, where people of other religions find it
difficult to build their place of worship. A
lot of times after a worship place is built,
the fanatics come to destroy it. Now many
choose to have their church in shophouses,”
he found it hard to believe.

After his interaction with people in
Brengosan, Adit came to realize that some-
thing was not right with what he had be-
lieved thus far. “Firstly, we often assume
that everyone shares our belief, meanwhile
there are many strands of Islam out there.
Some are hardliners, some are unaligned,
neutral and some others are extremists.
Secondly, besides the hardliners there are
also people who fight for the ablusunnah
waljamaah (followers of Prophet Muham-
mad’s traditions), like Pak Parman, around
hardliners. This can be our inspiration,”
Adit mentioned, impressed.

Oxy also had a similar self-introspec-
tion. Previously, she thought Christians



were intolerant and would not socialize
with people of other religions. Her encoun-
ter with the church congregation showed
her that Christians are also kind, friendly
and like to help others.

Getting an experience to enter into a
different environment and culture may very
well be an effective way to understand plu-
ralism and reduce fanatism, an attitude that
according to Faiz has a negative influence
towards the spirit of tolerance. Fanatism
and chauvinism will trigger people to un-
derestimate and undermine others. It can
even cause violence and destruction, as seen
in his hometown neighborhood in Bekasi.
From these fragments of experience on di-
versity, Faiz drew his own conclusion about
tolerance.

In his opinion, tolerance involves not
being a fanatic and being willing to treat all
humans equally. “On one side, we should
not insult other religions and we should not
be fanatics of our religion. We should not
be too arrogant of our own religion. We
should act normal. If we could lose the fa-

natism, we would all be equal as human
beings,” he explained.

Faiz and his friends at Al-Muayyad
are a very good example of the success of
film as a media to bridge the students with
a pluralistic environment, and for them to
be able to experience and apply tolerance in
their everyday lives. Not only did this expe-
rience connect them to new zones, under-
standing and knowledge, the documentary
films have also sharpened their creativity
and their sense of adventure. This can be
seen from the fact that right after they fini-
shed producing their first documentary
film, Faiz and his friends could not resist
when they were challenged by the District
Office of the Ministry of Religious Affairs
in Solo to produce a movie about aban-
doned Islamic cultures. They documented
Javanese Barzanji (panegyrics of Prophet
Muhammad) in one of the Barzanji com-
munities in the higher plains of Boyolali.

“If not regularly sharpened, knives be-
come blunt. Likewise, if we have learned
how to produce a movie, we can lose our
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ability if we do not continuously develop

our skills,” Yudha argued. Perhaps it is
their high enthusiasm that made the film-
ing of the Barzanji run so smoothly. “The
only trouble we faced was at night when
the lights in the area were all yellowish and
affected the quality of the images captured
by our camera. We have very limited equip-
ment. We do not have sufficient lighting
equipment and we also do not have a mic-
rophone. Everyone sounded like frogs in
the video,” Faiz and his friends all laughed.

Making movies is an adventure, and
therefore it is a fun way for them to learn
and spread values of tolerance. ®
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“‘FILMS CAN BE

A CHANNEL

FOR DAWAH
(PREACHING).
AUDIO-VISUAL
CAN BE MUCH
MORE FULFILL-
ING THAN MERE-
LY LISTENING.”

- LULUK

he documentary film Dewek Be Islam (We
Are Also Muslims) is not just any docu-
mentary. The movie that narrates about

Learning about Tolerance « cerain type of Tam in Jaa, he Ke

Jawen Islam, practiced by the people in
fro m Se | O k Selok, Cilacap, is the only movie produced by
pesantren students that became a finalist of the
Erasmusindocs International Documentary Com-
petition 2013, for the teen category. Students of



the Al-Thya Ulumaddin Pesantren, Cilacap,
created this film after they participated in
a documentary film production training
organized by SFCG. For three days, Mo-
mon Umar Basri, Miftahuddin, Lulu’atul
Jannah, Widia Eka S. and their other fel-
low team members learned how to write a
script, understand every nook and cranny
of a video camera and practice shooting
scenes in the field. Besides these technical
skills, they also learned how to observe so-
cial and cultural realities, to find meaning
in their everyday experiences to be shared
with other people in their surroundings,
and to understand and respect diversity in
order to build peace.

Understanding is the first step towards
respect, as experienced by our friends from
the pesantren. “We started by trying to
understand Kejawen Islam,” Widya said.
People who practice Kejawen Islam pray
five times in a year and only fast at the be-
ginning and end of Ramadhan. Their place
of worship is called a Kentran, which is an
open space building with a door that sepa-
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rates the main hall and the praying room.
'They pray by burning incense while reciting
prayers. This ritual is different from how
other Muslims usually pray.

However, Miftahudin, with his thick Cen-
tral Java accent, explained, “Even though it
is a different kind of Islam than what we
are familiar with, we did not right away
judge that they have derailed from Islam.
We did not right away say that they were
wrong. We tried to think that it was the

same. We got along well.” Momon has a

different opinion however, “For me, the
most important thing about Islam is the
syahadat. If someone has recited the syaha-
dat but does not pray five times a day (sha-
lat), then he/she is a ‘passive’ Muslim.”

The success of Dewek Be Isiam as a no-
minee at the Erasmusindocs Awards made the
production team both proud and shocked. It
was the first movie they had ever produced,
coming from a team that previously had no



clue about video cameras. They did, how-
ever acknowledge the strength of the film.
“The strength lies in its uniqueness, be-
cause there aren’t a lot of movies about Ke-
Jawen Islam,” Miftahudin said. According
to Momon, “I see it sort of like a forgotten
history, because it exists, maybe even very
close and growing among our communi-
ties, but ignored. I first heard about Keja-
wen Islam when I came to (Central) Java
because I never heard about this culture
in my Sundanese (West Javanese) back-
ground.” Widia added on that the issue of
tolerance is highly present in the film they
produced, as it presents something different
to be understood and accepted as a reality
among the larger community.

Widia then also told her story about the
making of this film. The idea first came
from Sidik Nur Thaha, who was compelled
after watching Kejawen Muslims perform
their rituals. At the time, he was a member
of Basis, the school magazine. The school
magazine held a competition to celebrate the
magazine’s anniversary in Selok, the name

of a mountain that is more well-known as
a tourist destination. “I was curious as to
what they were doing,” Miftahudin added.
“After everyone agreed with Sidik’s idea,
the script was developed and we began
filming. The filming process was very chal-
lenging,” she passionately continued her
story. She described the first day in detail,
recalling that it rained heavily when they
were on their way to Selok on their motor-
cyles. Miftahuddin and three other friends
had to stop and take shelter. “As soon as we
got to the location, we drove around to sur-
vey. As we were about to return home, we
could not start our motorcycle. We were all
so scared. We didn’t know what was wrong,.
We were all praying, we were nervous un-
til we finally just left everything in Allah’s
hands,” she laughed while reminiscing.

In the end, the team was able to successfully
finish filming and received extraordinary ap-
preciation when the film was screened at dif-
ferent venues, including at the Imam Ghozali
Institute of Islamic Studies in Cilacap that
involved a prominent writer, Ahmad Tohari.
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They also received criticism, however.

One of the comments that they received
from an audience was about the title of
the movie. “There is something not quite
right about the title,” Widya recalled the
comment. ‘Be’ can mean ‘become’. A lot
of people may interpret the title to mean
Dewek (we are too, in Javanese) becomes
Islam. In its original dialect, the actual
meaning of the title is accurate, it reads
Dewek is Also Islam,” she explained. Oth-
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er than this, there was criticism on the
lack of variety in the types of religions
and beliefs documented in the film. It was
only about two religions and both were
within Islam. The criticisms were taken
constructively, and Widia felt challenged
to produce even better documentaries.
“To compare our own film with another
one which is much better in quality
makes me really motivated,” Miftahud-
din said with enthusiasm.

Being involved in the production of a
film has also provided the students with a
lot of lessons learned. Luluk was finally able
to experience the many different types of
tolerance that people apply in their everyday
lives. Muslims and Kejawen people live in
peace and harmony in Selok. For Luluk, an
important thing is also to publish these real
life examples. “When talking about tole-
rance, it is important for people to know that
tolerance does not only exist in pesantren but
also in the outside world,” Luluk empha-
sized his opinion. In spreading awareness
about tolerance, documentary films play a
very important role. “Film can be a medium
for da’wah. It can be more fulfilling to also
be able to see, not only listen,” he said firmly.

The experience can also make students
bolder and more confident, like what both
Miftahuddin and Widya experienced. Luluk
continued on to say, “Interviewing other
people increases our level of confidence.
We have to speak in public now, as tutors
and moderators. We are now better public
speakers.”



After wrapping up the film production
of Dewek Be Islam and another film, Kia:
Santri, Luluk and his friends have become
more skillful with the camera and also with
putriying the theme of local wisdom. They
have also produced another documentary
film titled Janengan. “It is about a type of
religious chanting (shalawar) performed in
the old times, the times of the Walisongo
(nine revered saints who spread Islam in In-
donesia especially in Java circa 1400-1550
CE). It is accompanied by drums, flutes
and gongs. It is chanted with voices from
the throat and the chants are in Javanese,”
Widia explained.

The idea came from Miftahuddin. He
was curious and unfamiliar with the jane-
ngan music that was constantly playing at
the time of the Islamic New Year. They de-
veloped the movie script together, but the
filming was executed by the male students
because it had to be performed at night,
during the celebration of the Islamic New
Year and Birthday of Prophet Muham-
mad. The film, which has duration of ten

minutes and was based on interviews with
the performers, was entered into the Porseni
(Sports & Arts Week, an annual sporting
and arts event) competition among pesan-
tren in Cilacap, even though it was not
nominated. “Not only pop music is nice to
listen to, there is also classical and tradi-
tional music,” Miftahuddin confirmed.
Equipping students with sharpened per-
spectives about diversity and local wisdom
is probably much more challenging than trai-
ning technical skills on making docu-
mentary films. This perspective may be seen
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through the documentary films produced
by Miftahuddin and his friends. Their films
not only demonstrated their skills of docu-
menting through film, but also proved how

the students’ perspectives on local traditions
have been improved.

They may live inside a pesantren, but
their sight reaches beyond the walls of their
school, and has even reached a stage where
they have witnessed other people’s spiritual
experiences on tolerance and respect among
tellow humans. ®
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hmad Zahri Arifin never ima-
gined that his involvement in a
radio and documentary program
would result in such success.

When he was an eleventh grade
student at the Darul Ma’arif Vocational
High School in Payaman Lamongan, Arifin
and his friends received information and an
invitation to participate in SFCG’s peace
activities.

He made the right decision. Without
waliting to be chosen by his teachers, Arifin
registered himself as a candidate to partici-
pate in the media training program, despite
the fact that he had never learned about
radio and film in his life. He only studied

“(RADIO BROADCASTING) WAS MOST automotives in school. Who would have
BENEFICIAL FOR ME WHEN I HAD TO GO FOR guessed that this new activity would bring

A WORK INTERVIEW. | WAS ALREADY USED TO so many positive changes in his life.
SPEAKING, SO | COULD SPEAK REALLY WELL AND Arifin admitted that he often had many
GOT RECRUITED IMMEDIATELY.” - ARIFIN ideas in his mind, but never had the coura-

ge to express them in public. “Since joining



this radio program, I have gotten used to
speaking, public speaking in front of a lot
of people. I am now more comfortable in
expressing my ideas, and my ideas are well
received by the public,” Arifin articulate-
ly and systematically explained. He calls
this experience a mental transformation,
from having the mentality of an introvert
to becoming someone confident. From ha-
ving the mentality of a coward to becoming
someone brave. Now his life principle is, “It
is useless to have a lot of ideas if we are un-
able to express them.”

Filming scenes in Tenggulun Village for
a documentary movie about terrorists was
initially not easy task for Arifin, despite the
fact that he was not alone. He came to the
village with his friends. “At first, we were
very shy. We were shy when we had to
meet the public figures of the village. We
were doing alright with the people of the
village. A lot of people wondered why we
were filming a movie with such a grown-
up theme because they saw us as kids,” he
smiled, remembering his nerdy days. But
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he then mustered up his courage and ex-

plained to people that his team’s documen-
tary film will try to improve the image of
the Tenggulun Village as a terrorist village.
'This would of course benefit the people and
pesantren in the village. Arifin was right,
his team was well accepted by the people.
Even though his team’s documentary

film was not chosen by SFCG as one of

the ten best movies, Arifin was not discou-
raged. He already felt successful having
produced this documentary. “It was an
original creation and it was our first movie.
None of us had ever operated a video ca-
mera or written a screenplay before, but we
did it anyway. It was our first production
ever, so it is normal that there were faults,”
he said wisely.



He then told some stories of little sur-

prises for his team while making the movie.
“There was a time when we were already at
the filming location, everything was clear,
then one of our friends wanted to change
the plot all of a sudden. It was 9 o’clock in
the evening and this new idea was sudden-
ly brought up,” he said regretfully. Arifin
and his team have indeed succeeded, and

the news about his success spread to his
neighbors at home. His role movie film was
seen as a huge achievement. “I was the ca-
meraman in our team. After producing the
movie, the people in my village began to
see me as a skilled cameraman,” he men-
tioned excitedly. He now has a freelance job
as a cameraman in one of the schools in his
village, which gets him some extra income.
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Moreover, the experience of having to
approach stakeholders in Tenggulun Vil-
lage and also at the Al-Islam Tenggulun
pesantren has mentally trained Arifin. He
has never had to submit a proposal or ask
permission from an authority for any kind
of activity. Now everything has changed.
“After the Tenggulun experience, I am now
bold enough to submit proposals and seek
permission for activities,” he looked pleased.

At Darma FM, the “Community Radio,
Everyone’s Pride,” Arifin is known as Mr.
Pancung. He hosts the radio’s session on
teenage opinions, a program that gives an
opportunity for listeners to request current
pop hits songs and for teenagers to pour
their hearts out. There are different themes
for each session, for example a session on
broken hearts or on being in love. To decide
on the theme, he usually discusses with his
team of broadcasters so that all broadcast-
ers can implement the theme on that day.

When asked whether he already has
fans of his own, Arifin answered, “Un-
countable. Because there is none, hahaha.”



—

He does not dream big of having a lot of
fans. “The most important thing for us
broadcasters is to provide information and
useful tips to keep up the spirit and enthu-
siasm of our listeners. We give them some
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helpful advice to be able to move on (from
heartbreaks),” he said.

Arifin still broadcasts for Darma FM al-
though he has graduated from high school.
He is also still enthusiastic about produ-
cing another film, especially after he has
seen the other films on peace and local wis-
dom produced by other pesantren students
who participated in the SFCG program.
He is determined to make an even bet-
ter film. “I have learned from the process
of filmmaking that when making friends
we should not have to think about where
someone comes from, his/her religion, what
kind of family he/she is from. It is unneces-
sary. We should be friends with anyone and
everyone, religion is an individual matter.
You have your religion and I have my reli-
gion,” he concluded. He wanted to express
this idea of understanding through a film
as well, so that people could become more
aware that human beings are all equal.

For almost a year and a half Arifin spent
most of his time in the studio, even though
he did not stay in the pesantren’s dormitory.

He is now enjoying the result of his train-
ing and hard work and most of all, the
birth of his new mentality: bolder and more
confident.

He now works at by a motorcycle
dealer in Lamongan. “I work in sales and
marketing so I have to be able to speak well.
If I didn’t get to know Darma FM maybe
I would never have picked up this ability
to speak in public. I may have never gotten
accepted to work as a sales staff,” he said
wholeheartedly. He mentioned that he of-
ten has to handle buyers from other cities.
As a marketing staff, he has to be as friend-
ly as possible with all buyers, even though
he hardly knows them and it is usually his
first encounter with them.

Deep inside, he is always thankful that
all his experience in radio and filmmaking
has turned out to be very useful in his per-
sonal and work lives. B



From Ordinary to Extraordinary







From Ordinary to Extraordinary e
From Ordinary to Extraordinary

“THERE IS A SAYING
THAT GOES, ‘EXPE-
RIENCE IS THE BEST
TEACHER. WHEN |
FIRST HELD A CAMERA,
[ WAS SHAKING AND

WHEN | GOT USED TO
IT, THE SHAKING DIS-
APPEARED. JUST LIKE
WHEN WATER CONTI-
NUOUSLY FALLS ONTO
A STONE, IT WILL EVEN-
TUALLY ERODE.”
- FAHMI

ive teenage boys were wearing white shirts, sarongs and peci (traditional Muslim men cap commonly worn as the national head-
dress). They were seated on the floor, facing a row of low tables organized to form a square. Across from them were four girls
wearing uniform black hijabs seated in the same position. The appearance of the teens from the Qothrotul Falah Pesantren in
Lebak, became Banten, looked simple. A normal pesantren student look. However, as soon as they started telling their stories,

the ordinary becomes extraordinary.




Take Matlubi, for instance. Last year, when
the Wahid Institute held a photography
competition with the theme of tolerance for
its 9th anniversary, out of numerous photos
that were shortlisted, Matlubi’s shot won
the competition.

“There were two people of different re-
ligions. One of them was holding an Al-
Quran and the other holding a Bible,”
Matlubi explained the photo he sent to

° Salam from Pesantren: Santri’s Experience in Managing Media for Peace

e

the Wahid Institute. He asked two of his
friends to model for this photo. Through
his photo, he wanted to send a message that
bringing together two people of different
faiths may eliminate negative presumptions
and assumptions that may cause misunder-
standing between them. When asked of his
reaction if someone took him to a church,
he firmly answered, “I would go inside. It is
better to find out than being a know-it-all.”

Matlubi did not go through the process
by himself. With his friends Yulianingsih,
Fahmi Anugerah Salami, Fitri, Munawir
dan Eman Sulaeman, he participated in a
filmmaking and radio training organized
by SFCG Indonesia at his pesantren. They
were trained on documentation and publi-
cation techniques using movies and pho-
tos as the media, and also trained as radio
broadcasters for peace. For them, radio and
movies were forms of new media that they
had never touched, let alone used.

“My first experience holding a camera, I
was so shaky and scared, afraid that I would
break the camera. So I was extra careful,”
Eman, who took the role of cameraman,
told his part of the story. As time went by,
he got used to holding the camera. “There
is a saying that goes, ‘Experience is the
best teacher. When I first held the came-
ra, I was shaky. After a while I got used to
it and the shakiness disappeared. It’s like
water continuously dropping onto a stone,
after some time the stone will eventually
erode,” Fahmi said.



In addition to receiving an award from
the Wahid Institute, Matlubi also won
Second Place at the Islamic Photography

Competition among pesantren in Lebak
(Pospekab). These awards have proven
that he is not only skillful in using a ca-
mera, that he also has the ability to come
up with brilliant concepts and ideas for
his work. It is no wonder that he now of-
ten receives requests from his teachers or
people in his neighborhood to document

their activities. With this, Matlubi trans-
formed from ordinary to extraordinary.
“Some people even told me, babalama
tangkil tos nyepengan handycam. It means I
used to be only good at peeling fruits, but
now I am great, I can operate a handycam,”
Matlubi said happily. A similar transforma-
tion happened to Fahmi. One of his friends
from his previous pesantren told him, “You
were an ordinary student before. You had
no extracurricular activities. But you are
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now even busier than I am. You are even
better than me. You can even document our
scouts’ activities.”

In the hands of the pesantren students,
movies, photos and radio not only serve as
a media for learning, but they also serve as
media to raise awareness on the values of
tolerance and peace, especially within the
pesantren. 'There have been so many nega-
tive assumptions about pesantren, according
to Eman. The least that the students can
do is to make use of these form of media to
open up and show the world what life in pe-
santren is really like. “We have to socialize
with as many groups of people as possible,
to let them know what really goes on in pe-
santren. This should be our attitude towards
the general public,” Munawir explained.

Meanwhile, according to Fahmi, “We
also need to show them tolerance, for ex-
ample we should take part in gotong royong
(communal work) activities. This way we
are able to show people that we can adapt
to our surroundings.” Another important
thing is to be kind to everyone, as Matlu-



bi mentioned, so that people’s perception
of pesantren and the students can become
more positive.

As a result, the activities of radio broad-
casting and documentary film making
brought about a positive impact to the
Qothrotul Falah and its students. The
people around the pesantren have shown
positive responses. “They were impressed.
'This is now our motivation,” Fahmi shared
his observation.

@ Salam from Pesantren: Santri’s Experience in Managing Media for Peace

-~
put
-

Matlubi’s experience was more specific.
He now has a fan from the neighboring
village. He was once absent from hosting
his radio program because he had to visit the
Netherlands Embassy in Jakarta to attend
an event. “When I came back to broadcast,
one listener commented to me, ‘Where
have you been Abang (brother) Bebeng?
You have been missing in action recently. I
have been waiting for your session to broad-
cast. The program is no fun when you’re not

the one broadcasting,” Matlubi recounted.
Matlubi comes from the area in the vicinity
of his pesantren. He was so happy and im-
mediately shared this experience with his
mentor, Miss Eneng.

According to Yulianingsih, her newly
acquired skills to speak as a radio broad-
caster boosts her confidence, while also
supporting her “triple —ing” activities, i.e.
listening, writing and speaking. In the
training, she learned to write, discuss and
argue with other people. Meanwhile, as a
radio broadcaster she is used to speaking
an reading to improve her knowledge. Her
ambition to become a lawyer has also bene-
fited from her current activities. “Speaking
is what I will be doing in court in the fu-
ture. I will also have to read a lot of books,”
she said confidently.

Yulia is not the only one that has enjoyed
the benefits of participating in a media pro-
gram for their future; her friends are of the
same opinion. Their introduction to and acti-
vities with the media have provided these stu-
dents with inspirations about their ambitions.



Matlubi is interested in learning more

about multimedia. “I want to master the
techniques of shooting and editing videos.
I am now learning as much as possible
through the internet,” he explained. Eman
prefers to develop his public speaking skills
by going to a broadcasting school. So does
Fahmi. “I would like to spread the news

about pesantren and Islam. I am sure a lot
of people need to know more about life in
pesantren and about Islam in general. In
short, I would like to do da’wah through
the radio,” Fahmi said. Munawir, who pre-
terred to listen to his friends, finally spoke
up about his dreams. “I like to preach
and broadcasting on the radio is similar
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to preaching. My ambition is to become a
preacher.”

Having been equipped with sharpened
perspectives on tolerance and peace during
his training with SFCG, Munawir men-
tioned that he will become a preacher that
respects diversity. “Every human being is
equal; even though in reality people may
have different faiths and beliefs. This is why
mutual respect is important,” he said. Lia,
who wants to become a lawyer, expressed a
similar opinion. “I want to become a law-
yer that helps others without discriminat-
ing. We should defend people who are on
the right side, even if they are Chinese or
non-Muslims,” she said earnestly.

These students’ ambitions might not
be that different from other pesantren stu-
dents. However, their perspective in look-
ing at the diversity of social reality can be
their advantage over other students, ma-
king them extraordinary. B
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aking up the name of the pesantren, the community radio that broadcasts from the grounds of the Sa-
bilul Hasanah Pesantren in Banyuasin, South Sumatera is known as As-Sabil. Operating for almost
three years since 2011, the radio fills the audio space of the students and part of the Purwosari village,
a village comprised mostly of transmigrants from the island of Java. It has a simple studio, located

on the second floor of the building next to the pesantren’s mosque tower. The studio can be accessed
via a flight of wooden stairs at a corner of the first floor of the building. The bright window on the outside of the



building also functions as a notice board.
One announcement placed on the board
says, “107.7 MHz As-Sabil FM... for you
creative and artistic fellas, keep sending
your scripts to the As-Sabil radio crew. If
your script gets chosen, you can come join
our broadcasting team... the results will be
announced every Friday... hmmm, isn’t this
exciting...”

Having an in-house radio station in a
pesantren was a long time dream of the
head of the Sabilul Hasanah pesantren,
KH. M. Mudarris SM. One of his sons,
Muhammad Ubaidillah Lu’ai Addimsyigi,
explained the reasons why his father want-
ed to establish a radio, “The benefits are,
firstly, to preach and spread news about
pesantren. People who do not know about
this pesantren will now find out about it.
Secondly, with this radio being on air, the
people in the surrounding area can learn
more about the Quran. Even if it is not
actually reciting from the Holy Qur’an,
people can at least listen to preachings or
Islamic pearls of wisdom.” Moreover, the
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people of Purwosari also gave a positive

response to the radio. When the radio
opened their telephone and text messa-
ging lines for people to ask questions about
Islam, the lines were flooded with ques-
tions. “We even had non-Muslims that
were interested in learning more about Is-
lam and we offered them to come and visit

our studio,” he gave an example of how the
radio can be the bridge that connects the
diverse groups that exist within the com-
munity.

Based on their experience, according
to the Al-Muayyad Pesantren located in
Surakarta, radio is a highly effective me-
dia to share views on tolerance in pesan-



tren, especially for the community that lives
around the pesantren. In the beginning of
its radio operations, there was a riot in Solo
(Surakarta’s other name), between gangsters
and the Islamic Defenders Front (Front
Pembela Islam-FPI). “We immediately pro-
duced a public service announcement about
peace, urging people to restrain themselves
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from violence and for peace in Solo. That

was ours. There are numerous radio stations
in Solo. But I don’t think any of those radios
have peace as their mission,” said Nur Ri-
dho, teacher and also mentor for radio ac-
tivities in Al-Muayyad.

Similar to the As-Sabil radio, the Al-
Muayyad radio which carries the slogan
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“Courteous, Religious and Cultural,” has
also received positive feedback from the
surrounding community. People like to lis-
ten to the radio’s programs in between their
daily activities. Nur Ridho and the radio
crew have also initiated inviting teenagers
from outside the pesantren to come in and
have a go at broadcasting. He said, “We let
the neighborhood teens who are interested
to try broadcasting on the radio. The theme
would most likely be about having a dia-
logue with the community.”

According to leaders of SFCG’s partner
pesantren, tolerance and mutual respect are
not foreign concepts within their pesantren.
For the Al-Thya Ulumaddin Pesantren in
Cilacap, tolerance and mutual respect have
been implanted in its students since their
first day of school by Romo Casbulloh Ba-
dawi, the current pesantren head. Pesantren
has opened up and is getting used to inter-
acting with the diverse cultures and values
that exist within the community. “It is even
more extreme when there is a celebration for

completing the book of Ihya’. There are per-



formances such as the Chinese lion dance
(barongsai), Javanese puppet play (wayang),
modern music group bands, even the band
of the Banyumas palace,” explained Sho-
iman Nawawi, a young mentor from the
Al-Thya Ulumaddin. Allowing these per-
formances on pesantren grounds shows the
penetration of cultural diversity from out-
side the pesantren. This is also portrayed by
the layout of the Al-Thya building complex.
Unlike most pesantren, high walls and gates
do not surround the buildings of Al-Thya,
including the classrooms, the dormitories,
the mosque, the mentors’ quarter and oth-
er facilities. The buildings stay open in the
community, blending in with the surround-
ing houses.

Nurul Huda Maarif, a young leader
from the Qothrotul Falah Pesantren, also
described the religious tolerance that has
become a tradition in his pesantren. “We
have been visited by several different priests.
'They have come to visit us from Serang, Pa-
kis Raya and Taman Aries Church in Ja-
karta. There was never any problem. “It is a
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normal thing to take photos of our pesantren
head talking to a priest,” he confirmed.
Similarly, Nur Ridho and Ubaidillah
also mentioned that the basis of their pe-
santren is moderate Islam, open to anyone
and everyone. Nur Ridho mentioned that
Al-Muayyad once received an invitation
from the local police for a friendly football
match between neighboring pesantren. But

then the police changed their plan and de-
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cided to have a match between the police
squad and Al-Muayyad. “We asked them
what happened to the plan of having an
inter-pesantren tournament. The police an-
swered that they were worried it would not
be a football tournament, but more like a
foot-kicking tournament,” he explained,
smiling. “We then asked the police why
they chose Al-Muayyad and the police
said Al-Muayyad is ‘normal’)” he continued



to explain. For Nur Ridho, this incident
shows the community’s perception that Al-
Muayyad is a pesantren that supports tole-
rance and is open to everyone.

However, this does not necessarily mean
that pesantren and its surrounding commu-
nities are free from problems of intolerance
and radicalism. In several cases, according
to the pesantren leaders, pesantren need to be
aware. “Especially in the city of Palembang.
Numerous mosques have been taking over,
spreading a strand of Islam that is a bit
different from that practiced by pesantren.
These mosques often criticize several pe-
santren routine activities, such as zah/il (re-
cital of /a ilah ha illalah - “There is no god
but Allah”), yasinan (recital of the 36™ Su-
rah of the Al-Quran), and zi4iran (remem-
brance of Allah; chanting of the greatness
of Allah),” Ubaidillah gave an example.

In Muhid Murtadlo’s opinion, a religious
teacher from the Darul Maarif Pesantren in
Lamongan, geographically speaking, the
location of his pesantren (in the same re-
gency as Tenggulun, hometown of terrorist

suspect Amrozi, seemed as though the pe-
santren is handed the mandate to eliminate
the radicalism growing within the commu-
nity. Meanwhile, Nur Ridho also observed
that the environment of urban Solo tends to
have different strands of Islam, which may
cause conflict if the levels of tolerance and
mutual respect in pesantren and within the
community are still weak.

Therefore, Nurul Huda Ma’arif is of the
opinion that it is important to bring toge-
ther pesantren students and the surround-
ing community through the tradition of
peace. “I have seen that friends become
influenced by radicalism because they
were taken away from their traditions.
These traditions are actually their strong-
est shields. It would not be easy to get in-
fluenced by any kind of doctrine if people
stay close to their traditons,” he explained.
In addition, it is important to organize
“meet ups”, bringing together pesantren
students and people from outside the pe-
santren. He said, “At first the students as-
sumed that meeting with people from dif-
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terent backgrounds was dangerous, both
towards their faith and social life. As soon
as the students got acquainted and com-
municated with people from outside, all
these assumptions disappeared.” He has
also witnessed people talk about tolerance,
but it did not necessarily make the person
free from negative assumptions when ap-
plying it in real life.

There are a lot of stories about getting
closer to traditions and meeting up with
people of diverse backgrounds that stem
trom the radio and documentary movie ac-
tivities that involved the students of these
ten pesantren. Muhid could see that these
activities, like the musical activities in Darul
Ma’arif, serve as effective media that enables
students to explore the values of peace in a
much wider scope. “Students have gained
confidence that they did not previously have
to get directly involved, interviewing peop-
le of different religions. The students were
able to prepare a list of questions about tole-
rance, diversity, peace, or local wisdom,”
he described. One of the movies produced
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by the documentary movie team from his
pesantren was entitled Sutarji’s Harmony.
'The radio and documentary movie train-
ings by SFCG were implemented separately.
For the radio training, participants from the
ten pesantren were invited to Jakarta, while
the documentary movie trainings were held
at each pesantren, involving two trainers,

Endah W. Sulistiani (Program Manager

of Eagle Institute) and Kisno Ardi (docu-
mentary film director). According to Kis-

no, there is a term in documentary movie
trainings called post-documentary. “A do-
cumentary is not only seen as a movie pro-
duction and an end result, it is also how the
movie is seen as a process, mediation and an
opportunity for review. These processes not
only involve how the story was developed,



but also involve how the learning, research
and reality interpretation processes were
the important aspects.” As a result, through
filmmaking, students have also learned to
criticize assumptions and get closer to rea-
lity.

Pesantren students produced 10 docu-
mentary movies about tolerance, peace and
local wisdom, as a result of SFCG’s media
training. One of these movies, Dewek Be Is-
lam, was nominated for the teen category of
the Erasmusindocs International Documenta-
ry Competition 2013.

Muyassaroh, wife of Al-Thya Ulumad-
din’s head and Chair of the Council of El-
Thya Community Radio Broadcasting, ob-
served that the filmmaking process served
as a medium to build the students’ charac-
ters. “They did not have to raise an issue that
does not exist in their environment. The
process has made them more critical and
sensitive, bringing up issues from around
them. I think that this is also a learning
process for us in the future, right? They are
smart and critical, raising a topic that ref-
lects who they really are. They were not in-

fluenced to produce a movie based on who
knows what culture, and they did not mere-
ly follow trends that are currently popular
among teenagers,” she proudly explained.

Ubaidilah also expressed a similar app-
reciation. 'The documentary movie pro-
duced by his students, Kuda Lumping, was
chosen as the best movie by SFCG at the
Santri Film Festival launched in June 2013.
In between their busy schedules, the docu-
mentary movie team of the Sabilul Hasa-
nah Pesantren is still very much enthusiastic
in producing other movies. “The radio also
broadcasts programs during the students’
break time,” he said admiringly.

The involvement of the radio team in
the Indonesian Community Radio Net-
work (Jaringan Radio Komunitas Indonesia
—JRKTI also has its own pride. Muhid from
Darma FM Lamongan said he was honored
to be accepted and respected by JRK East
Java. “We were considered as a senior radio
because we were acquainted with important
people from JRKI and we are proud to be
the only community radio from Lamongan
affiliated with JRKI. We are one of the most
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active community radios on Lamongan,
which is why we have been requested to
work together with the BKKBN (National
Family Planning Coordination Board),” he
said, looking pleased.

Muhlisin, a crew member of El-Thya
FM radio, also mentioned his valuable ex-
periences during his time with the radio.

He was lucky to be able to join JRKI and
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JRK Solo. He used to think that the pesan-
tren community was the best. He admitted-
ly said, “We often think of people outside
the pesantren as not as righteous as we are.
But after I had the opportunity to socialize
with other communities, I found out that I
can learn a lot of positive things from them.
For example, unity and tolerance.” In fact,
most community radios, such as the ones

from the community of laborers and farm-
ers, usually fight for the right of common
people.

Aside from bringing pesantren students
and the community closer together, the com-
munity radio program also succeeded in get-
ting people closer to pesantren. A number of
positive responses received by the ten pesan-
tren radios demonstrated this closeness. Ab-
durrahman, a broadcaster from Assabil FM
Banyuasin mentioned that the radio listeners
are like family to him. A female listener even
brings food for the radio crew every week.
“She is very close to the students of the pesan-
tren, until now,” he said. Through the radio,
people can get to know about pesantren and
listen to messages about peace. Nurul Huda,
once a radio broadcaster of QFM Lebak du-
ring its first year on air, told a story about a
listener that came to see him after his broad-
casting session. He had just finished hosting
a program about respecting other people. The
listener came in crying, telling him that she
cannot understand why her mother would
not let her have what she asked for. “Then I
told her that people have different interests.



STUDIO ASSABIL
107.7 FM

A mother has her own interest and her child
may have another. When both sides force their
interest onto each other, a conflict will happen.
'This is why we need to respect our mother’s in-
terest and also reconsider our interest.”

From his long note of experiences during
the two-year involvement in SFCG’s radio
and documentary movie program, Ubaidil-
lah thinks that it is important to evaluate and
improve the two activities so that they can
continue to run. Maintenance of the equip-
ment, which requires special attention, is
necessary and so is building capacity of the
media team members. Eneng Atigah Syatibi,
a mentor in the Qothrotul Falah Pesantren,
mentioned that QFM Radio is currently re-
cruiting new broadcasters. From 150 students
of the pesantren, 50 students have signed up
for the selection process.

Meanwhile, several other radios such as
Darma FM and Rama FM have started to
try live streaming. “We cannot only count
on radio transmitters, because in Solo, es-
pecially in the city center, there are a lot of
radio stations. Community radios can only
reach listeners within a maximum radius of

Two Years Spreading Values of Peace g

five kilometers. A few kilometers further, we
are already blocked by other radios. We are
trying to modify our reach to the listeners via
streaming, so that our listeners can access our
radio broadcast on their Android and Black-
Berry phones. In addition, our alumni can
also keep track of Al-Muayyad’s develop-
ment,” Nur Ridho explained.

After two-years of training and com-
mitted interaction between trainers, santri,
preachers, teachers and community members
it is hoped that the achievements, pride and
learning process in the pesantrens will be
sustained after SFCG’s engagement. More-
over, that filmmaking and radio broadcasting
will continue to mediate self-empowerment
on the values of tolerance from within the
students and pesantren with more encoun-
ters with the communities surrounding the
pesantren.

One final hope is for the pesantren radio
and documentary movie teams will continue
to air and spread values of peace. B
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Search for
Common Ground

Search for Common Ground is an international non-profit organization dedicated to peace building. We have worked in
Indonesia since 2002 partnering with people to ignite shared solutions to destructive conflicts.

We bring people together from across dividing lines at all levels of society to build sustainable peace through dialogue, ca-
pacity building and creative media productions (television, film, radio, comics and social media).

Please contact us at:

Search for Common Ground Indonesia

J1. Cipaku II No. 7, Petogogan, Jakarta, 12170
Email: sfcg.indonesia@sfcg.org

Tel: (62-21) 7200964

Fax: (62-21) 7201034

www.sfcg.org/indonesia/ ﬂ Common Ground ID

l " ’@CommonGroundID n Common Ground ID
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